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The purpose of this project was to increase literacy skills of
children birth to age eight, through parent involvement. Research on the
factors that contribute to early literacy and ways that parents can be
involved in the literacy development of their child was studied.
A parent handbook was created, which suggests that the
development of literacy is a gradual process, which occurs long before
the child enters school. The handbook included resources, information
and activities to further increase parent involvement in the literacy
learning of their child.

iii

(

TABLE OF CONTENTS
CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT-------------------

1

Introduction -----------------------------------------------------------------

1

Purpose of the Project ---------------------------------------------------

2

Significance of the Project ~-~------:-----------------~----~----~-------

2

limitations of the Project ----------------------------------------------

3

Definition of Terms------------------------------------------------------

3

Overview of the Remainder of the Project ---------------------

4

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE------------------------

6

Introduction -----------------------------------------------------------------

6

State Requirements -------------------------------------------------------

7

Parents' Influence ---------------------------------------------------------

9

SummarY' -----------------------------------------------------------------------

16

CHAPTER THREE: PROCEDURES --------------------------------------------

17

CHAPTER FOUR: THE PROJECT---------------------------------------------

18

CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY,CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS--------------------------------------------------------------

19

SummarY' ---------------------------------------------------------------------

19

Conclusions -----------------------------------------------------------------

20

Recommendations -------------------------------------------------------

20

iv

REFERENCES -------------------------------------------------------------------------

22

APPENDIX ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

25

V

CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND OF PROJECT

Introduction
Reading is the foundation for all other learning. Students who
start school with no prior knowledge of books or literature are
significantly at a disadvantage. Many students who enter school are not
ready or able to learn to read. According to a survey of 7,000 teachers by
the Carnegie Foundation (Motivation ... , 1995), about one third of all
students who start school are not ready to learn. It is not uncommon to
have a kindergarten class with a five-year range in children's literacy
skills (Riley, 1996).
Educators have been aware of the important role that parents play
in the education of their children both at school and at home. Teachers
believe in the importance of reacting, and that reacting to children at
home creates success at school. Children who read early and enjoy
books are usually the children who have been read to at home (Morrow,
1993). Many parents know of this relationship but lack the skills,
materials, or the invitation to create a link between schools and the
home.
Some families read with their children from the time they are born,
fostering a literate environment for their children. Some families do not
place a priority in literature for the home, and some parents may not
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read at all. Children who have not been exposed to books lack the
background knowledge and content found in books. Parent involvement
is a potent but under utilized resource available to support students'
learning.

Purpose of Project
The purpose of this project was to influence students' reading
ability by involving parents in the literacy learning of their children. If
parents are given some ideas and guidance to use in helping their
children learn to read they will be more inclined to help with the reading
process. (Epstein, 1995)
The author created a handbook with suggestions, ideas, and facts
that help parents make a difference in their children's reading success
with only a short amount of time each day. The handbook offers
suggestions to families of all social and economic backgrounds. The
handbook's main purpose is to get across that the early childhood years
from birth through age eight are the most important period for literacy
development.

Significance of the Project
Parents are the child's first and most important teachers. The
members of The Commission on Reading (1985) stated:
The single most important activity for building knowledge
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required for eventual success in reading, is reading out loud
to children. The way in which parents talk to their children about
experiences influence what knowledge the children will gain from
the experience and their later abilities to draw on the knowledge

when reading. (p. 22-23) .
When parents are given information and materials for reading to
their children and taught how to help their children build knowledge they
have the ability to become skilled teachers of their children which builds
the foundation for students reading success in school. Research has
shown the development of a child's literacy is strongly influenced by
both parents' use of literacy. (Lyon & Kameenui, 1998)

Limitations of the Project
This project was developed for parents of children birth through
age eight. It may not be appropriate for parents with older children. The
handbook will contain information and strategies to enhance reading at
home and school. It does not however go into any other academic areas
that need to be developed.

Definition of Terms
For the purpose of this project, the terms and definitions are
stated below:
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Early Readers: Those reader's who can read print before first grade
or in the first part of first grade (Laney, 1994)
Emergent Literacy: A perspective on early reading and writing that
explores what young children do with literacy, and what they lmow about
reading and writing before they enter school and how they develop
literacy lmowledge and literature practices.
Essential Academic Learning Requirements: Sets of higher academic
standards for basic skills that will create higher order thinking and
problem solving skills (Washington Commission on Student Learning,
1997).
Family Literacy: A result of the combination of the activities that
promote family interaction in a wide range of reading, writing, and story
telling events.
Literacy: The ability to comprehend and produce natural language
in its written form as well as the ability to use both written and spoken
language to accomplish specific problem solving and communication
goals.

Overview of the Remainder of the Project
Chapter Two is a review of related literature on the importance of
parents reading to their children and the effect it has on their school
success. Chapter Three describes the procedure and development of the
project. Chapter Four consists of the project itself. Chapter Five
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concludes the project and contains a summary conclusion and
recommendation by the author.

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Introduction
In the last five years improving reading skills has become a hot topic

for researchers and an area of concern for the nation. President Clinton
has put together a coalition called America Reads Challenge to "ensure
that every child reads well and independently by the third grade"(quoted
in U.S. Department of Education, 1997, p.l). The President along with the
Nation's Governors declared in the National Educational Goals, " that by
the year 2000 every child will start school ready to learn and every
American adult will be literate" (quoted in U.S. Department of Education,
1997, p. 2). According to a survey of 7,000 teachers by the Carnegie
Foundation "one-third of all kindergarten students do not start school
prepared to learn" (cited in Motivation ... , 1995). It is common to find
within a kindergarten classroom a five-year range in children's literacyrelated skills and functioning (Riley 1996).
Lewis (1997) states that contrary to the assumption that children will
outgrow their reading problems, 74% of the children who are poor
readers at the end of third grade will be poor readers in the ninth grade.
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Research also demonstrates that if students cannot read well by the end
of the third grade, their chances for success are significantly diminished
and they have a greater likelihood of dropping out of school or engaging
in delinquent behaviors (Lewis, 1997).

State Requirements
The Washington State Commission on Student Learning (WSCSL)
(1997) established a set of goals to raise academic standards for all
students in Washington State. These four learning goals are Read, Know,
Think and Understand. The first goal "Read with comprehension, write
with skills, and communicate effectively and responsibly in a variety of
ways and settings"(WSCSL), 1997, p. 2) is the focus of this project.
The WSCSL (1997) has broken down each of the four goals into the
"Essential Academic Learning Requirements"(EARLs) to make clear the
learning targets for students and the benchmarks they should achieve by
grade levels. The EALRs for reading are as follows:
1. The student understands and uses different skills and

strategies to read.
To meet this standard, the student will:
I.I use word recognition and word meaning skills to read and
comprehend text, such as phonics, context clues, picture
clues and word origins; roots, prefixes, and suffixes of
words.
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1.2 build vocabulary through reading
1.3 read fluently, adjusting reading for purpose and materials
1.4 understand elements of literature-fiction, such as story
elements, use of humor, exaggeration, and figures of speech
1.5 use features of non-fiction text and computer software, such
as titles, headings, pictures, maps, and charts to find and
understand specific information
2. The student understands the meaning of what is read.
To meet this standard, the student will:
2.1 comprehend important ideas and details

2.2 expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and
synthesizing information and ideas
2.3 think critically and analyze authors' use of language,
style, purpose, and perspective
3. The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.
To meet this standard, the student will:
3.1 read to learn new information, such as reading, science and

mathematics text, technique documents, and for personal
read interest
3.2

to perform a task, such as using schedules, following
directions, filling out job applications, and solving problems
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3.3 read for literacy experience, in a variety of forms such as

novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays to understand
self and others
3.4 read for career applications
3.5 develop interests and share reading experiences
4. The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve reading

To meet this standard, the student will:
4.1 assess strengths and need for improvement
4.2 seek and offer feedback to improve reading (WSCSL, 1997,

pp. 13-14)
Students will be tested in the fourth, seventh, and tenth grade and
progress will be monitored to see if they will pass to the next grade. The
students must pass the benchmark test to go to the next grade.

Parents' Influence
Parents have the earliest and most lasting influences on their
children; they are the first and foremost important teachers. "For the first
18 years of their lives, children spend only about 13% of their waking

hours in school and 87% of their waking time exposed to their families"
(National School Boards Association, 1988, p. 1).
Many students upon entering school are not ready, able, or
motivated to learn to read. They have not had the opportunity to be read
to or provided with books. Teale (1978) counted and timed the literacy
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events that occurred in the homes of 24 preschool children. He observed
that adults in the homes spent roughly ten minutes per day helping their
children with print basic and spent less than two minutes per day on
"storybook times". For 2 3 of the children, the storybook reading averaged

less than 20 minutes a month, or less than four hours per year. For one
child, the storybook reading averaged 26 minutes per day, or 156 hours
per year. That is a large difference in the background information and
reading experience children are exposed to in their home setting.
Research has shown that children who have fewer literacy
experiences in preschool tend to be poor readers later in school. " A
central goal during these preschool years is to enhance children's
exposure to and concepts about print" (Clay 1979, p.33).
According to the International Reading Association (1997) as a
mother's education level rises, so does the likelihood that her child is
read to every day. More than 77% of children whose mothers were
college graduates were read aloud to every day. In comparison, daily
reading occurred with 62% of children whose mother had some college
experience with 49% of children whose mothers had completed high
school but had no education beyond that, and just 37% whose mothers
had not completed high school. Other findings from the Department of
Education's National Center for Education Statistics (1996) indicate white
children are more likely to be read aloud to daily than either black or
Hispanic children. Sixty-four percent of white children, 44% of black
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children, and 39% of Hispanic children are read to daily. Children in
families with incomes below the poverty line are less likely to be read
aloud to every day than children in families with incomes above the
poverty line. The difference is 46% to 61%. Children living with two

parents are more likely to be read aloud to every day than are children
who live with one or no parents. The difference is 46% to 61% (cited in
International Reading Association, 1998).
There is a large and consistent body of research demonstrating a
relationship between parent behavior and the success of children in
school. "Substantial evidence shows that children whose parents are
involved in their schooling have significantly increased their academic
achievement and cognitive development" (Teale, 1978, p. 925).
The International Reading Association (1998) states that
"experiences throughout the early childhood years, birth through age
eight, affect the development of literacy"(p. 3). These experiences
constantly interact with characteristics of individual children to
determine the level of literacy skills a child ultimately achieves. Failing to
give children literacy experience until they are school age can severely
limit the reading and writing levels that they ultimately attain.
In a longitudinal study of children's school achievement and
progress starting at school entry, Teale (1986) found that children who
performed well on tests of literacy just before school began were most
likely to be performing well later in school. Children of parents who
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provided more exposure to books and who had the most positive attitude
towards helping the children at home, scored higher on tests of reading
and writing than others. As Quan (1995) points out "the one skill
students must have if they are to learn is the ability to read. It is the

foundation whether the subject is math, science, social studies or English.
We doom our children to failure if we do not help them become good
readers and to achieve literacy skill" (p. 3).
Reading and writing abilities continue to develop throughout the
life span but researchers have found, the early childhood years from
birth through age eight are the most important period for literacy
development, and "the single most important activity for building the
knowledge required for eventual success in reading is reading aloud to
children" (Anderson, Hiebert, Scoot, & Wilkenson, 1985, p. 13). Trelease
(1989) agrees, "Reading aloud is the most effective advertisement for the
pleasure of reading" (p.201).
Children who are consistently read to often become early readers.
Rasinski and Fredericks (1990) suggest that parents schedule a particular
time of day for reading so that it becomes part of the routine, talk about
what is read and answer questions. The International Reading Association
Believes parents can greatly affect their children's lives by spending just
15 minutes a day reading to them, taking them to the library periodically
and supplying them with enjoyable books. (cited in Quan, 1995, p. 4).
Fathers as well as mothers need to be involved. Boys receive a message

13
that reading is not important for them when they are not read to by their
fathers and do not see their father reading. Interestingly, 70% of students
enrolled in remedial classes are boys (Quan, 1995).
Research shows that parents and caregivers can engage in

. . exercises toJoster development of the necessary skills in their. child, and . .
parents and caregivers can work together to ensure that each child has a
proper foundation for reading skills. According to Stanovich (1986),
"children who engage in playful reading and writing opportunities at
home are likely to come to school with some basic understanding of
literacy and are eager to learn more, while those who do not, may not" (p.
365).
As Roser and Martinez (1985) point out, adults assume three roles
as they read to children: co-responders who initiate discussion, recount
parts of the story, share reactions, relate experience to real life and invite
children's responses; informers/monitors who explain, provide
information and assess understanding; and directors who introduce the
story, announce conclusions, and assume leadership.
May (1990) identified some benefits that can be achieved by reading
to children:
1. Concept development, vocabulary development, and

linguistic competence.
2. Knowledge of the content, structure, and conventions
of written language.
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3. Academic readmess.
4. Word recognition skills.
5. Later achievement in reailing. (p. 69)

In the past decade, researchers have studied children in the process

of engaging in literacy events. They have compared children who were
readmg before they entered school to children who started school with
no prior knowledge of readmg.
Richardson (1998) says the difference between these children is
evident from the moment each child picks up a book at school. The
children who are not taught these skills and are not read to regularly in
the home often start school a giant step behind. Pappas (1991) has found
understandmg the forms of informational and narrative texts seem to
distinguish those children who have been read to from those who have
not. Holdaway (1979) points out that "children with a background of
book experience since infancy develop a complex range of attitudes,
concepts, and skills predisposing them to literacy. They are likely to
continue into literacy upon entering school with a minimum of
discontinuity" (p. 49).
Learning to read and write are critical to a child's success in school
and later in life. One of the best predictors of whether a child will
function competently in school and go on to contribute actively in our

15
increasingly literate society is the level to which the child progresses in
reading and writing.

Juel found two things make children enjoy reading: the ability to spell
and the ability to decode or match the sounds ofletters to the written
marks on the page. When young children learn to enjoy books, they want
to learn to read (cited in Butler, 1998, p. 33). Research shows that the
child who is an avid reader will also acquire the following skills: reading
comprehension, writing ability, a more extensive vocabulary, good
grammar and spelling ability. Calkins (1997) says, "If we want students
to develop a devotion to reading, we need to show them evidence of our
devotion to it" (p. 33).
"Emergent literacy is concerned with the earliest phases of literacy
development, the period between birth and the time when children read
and write conventionally" (Sulzby & Teale, 1991, p. 728). Researchers
suggest that the development of literacy is a gradual process, which
occurs long before the child enters school and the amount of parent
involvement.

Summary
If students are to become competent lifelong readers, then they

must be read to and exposed to literature, if they are not they will not be
prepared for school and could be functioning at a lower level. There is

16
evidence that a strong link exists between family involvement and
student achievement. The research suggests that a child growing up in a
house where literacy is encouraged by parents has a solid beginning for
learning in school. When families and school work together as a team,
they promote success for the children.

CHAPTER THREE
PROCEDURES

The author has a degree in Early Childhood and Elementary
Education and has been a substitute for the past three years in the public
school district. Prior to being a substitute teacher, she taught Head Start
for seven years in the lower valley.
The author first became interested in children learning to read
when she taught Head Start and later in elementary classrooms where she
could tell the difference between children who had been exposed to
books and those who had not. The author observed in second and third
grade classrooms and witnessed students who couldn't read or read well
and were behind in all areas because of their weak reading skills.
Children with weak reading skills had a hard time with all their work and
expressed much frustration with their schoolwork.
After finding research, in the libraries, in class and through ERIC
documents, the author decided to create a handbook to guide parents
through everyday activities and simple things they can do to help their
children acquire reading skills.
It was the author's goal to raise students' reading ability levels as

well as to get them interested in reading and help parents realize that it
needs to be a part of the home learning environment.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE PROJECT

The author developed a handbook that can be used by parents,
caregivers, and teachers. The handbook contains reading activities,
benefits of reading, ideas and reference list. The handbook targets birth
through second grade student population. It is the author's opinion that
ideas and techniques can be adapted for use with older students.
The handbook is divided into three sections. These include
Introduction and Research, Activities to Use and Motivate, and a list of
Parent Resources. A reference section is enclosed to conclude the
handbook. The handbook is found in the Appendix.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMANDATIONS

Summary
The purpose of this project was to increase literacy skills of
children birth to eight through parent involvement. Research on the
factors that contributed to early literacy and ways that parents can be
involved in the literacy development of their child were studied. A parent
handbook was created. The handbook includes resources, information,
and activities to further increase parent involvement in the literacy of
their child.
A review of the literature indicates a strong link between family

involvement and student achievement exists. Parents play an important
part in their child's language acquisition. Their involvement is crucial to
their child's reading development. The author gathered data found in
professional journals, other practicum and doctoral studies, books,
newsletters and government publications.
Once these data were collected, the author used them to create a
handbook to guide parents in activities to develop their child's literacy
skills.
The author found the subject of reading and parent involvement a
hot topic; there was lots of information available. The author found it
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hard to narrow the focus of the project down. There were many ways to
present the information.
Conclusions
Upon completing the research for the project, the author found
that there is a need to make parents aware of how important they are to
their child's life and that reading is the single most important skill and a
foundation for all other subjects taught in school. Parents need to know
that from the time their child is born doing simple activities and reading
to them fifteen minutes a day, they will make a world of difference in
how well their child will do when he or she starts school.
The author feels the parent handbook is a beginning tool for
parents to work with their children on literacy and spark the interest that
they can be a part of their child's learning. Parents and teachers can build
a strong learning foundation for the children.

Recommendations
After researching and completing this project, the author
recommends some areas for further study or possible extension of this
project.
•

Break the parent handbook into sections by age and conduct
workshops once a month.
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•

Handbook should be updated with new materials and
activities.

•

When the author has her own class, she would send home
reading packets and newsletters containing new information
on reading each month.

•

Survey parents to find out what they know about reading to
their children and what they want to know about reading to
their children.

•

Conduct a study to gauge the effectiveness of the handbook
on children's reading performance.

•

Conduct a study to find the likes and dislikes of the
handbook.

•

Contact a non-profit agency and have them copy the
handbook for distribution to new parents.

•

Develop other kinds of parent handbooks with different
skills addressed.

•

Host a class on how to use the Internet and access activities
and information on parent involvement.

•

Put together a program were local businesses donate books
to children and parents in the authors classroom.
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Reading in the Home

Birth to age eight is the most important period for literacy
development. Reading is the foundation for all other learning. Students
who start school with no prior knowledge of books or literature are
significantly set back. Research indicates that children who are read to
regularly by parents, siblings, or other individuals in the home, and who
have parents who read themselves, become early readers and show a
natural interest in books. Through frequent story readings, children
become familiar with book language and realize the function of written
language. Reading stories with family members are most often
pleasurable, which builds in a love and desire for reading. Continued
exposure to reading and books increase children's vocabularies, sense of
story structure, and stimulates their imagination and expands their
understanding of the world, which help them learn to read later on.
A rich literacy experience can be provided for children when
parents schedule family reading times. Establish a daily reading time at
the same time and place. Parents don't have to devote great amounts of
time to reading with their child. It's the quality of time that counts.
During this time when each family member sits and reads a book of their
own choosing or they read to each other. Each person should take time
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and share what they are reading about. Bedtime stories are a good habit
because it has a quieting effect on the child before falling asleep and
establishes a routine for the children. Both child and parent look forward
to it as a time to share at the end of the day. This experience will
enhance the development of children's language and thinking skills.
Fathers as well as mothers need to be involved. Boys receive a message
that reading is not important for them when they are not read to by their
fathers and do not see their fathers reading.
Spontaneous readings during the day are encouraged as well. Get
in the habit of always carrying a book so you and your child can be
prepared at all times. This makes waiting in the doctor's office much
more pleasurable. Remember, short reading times that happen regularly
are far better than long ones that happen only occasionally.
Reading to children does not end when they begin to read
themselves. This is a crudal time to continue to support and guide them
in this activity. Once they can read, take turns reading at bedtime.
Children at this age also enjoy books with chapters. Parents can take this
opportunity to share more grown-up pieces of literature to encourage
their interest. As they grow older it is important to always have new
materials accessible for them to read. Frequent trips to the public library
keep children motivated.

2

Parents also need to read themselves. Children who have parents that
read at home become avid readers themselves. The parents become
models for reading behavior that the child is likely to follow.

3
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0-12 MONTHS

C
Sounds and Voices

From birth on parents and other adults should talk to and interact
vPrhally with infants. Sing songs and rhymes so the baby can learn to
make sounds and interact with people.
Name Game

Through the day tell the child the name of things he sees and what you
are doing. Example: "Mommy is putting a red shirt on Sam." "Sam is
kicking the table."
Nursery Rhymes

C

Teach your child nursery rhymes at a young age. They like the rhyme of
the sounds they make. It is a good introduction to pre-reading skills.
Children will learn the rhymes by heart first and then see them in print.

1-2 YEARS
Make Your Own Book

•

Cut out colorful pictures of familiar objects and children other
favorite things from magazines.

• Put two pictures per zip lock baggie. Back to back like in a book.
• Tape or tie together.
• Label each picture.
• Have child tell you the names of pictures and about them.

4

(

Alphabet and Other Songs.
• Make eye contact with the child and begin sing the song slow.
• When teaching a new song, do a couple words at a time.
• Practice with the child after each line learned.
• Sing songs very slow one time and then fast the next.
• You can sing the songs by changing your voices.
Knowing the alphabet is a key to successful reading in later tears.
When you sing the alphabet and other songs, your voice draws the
child's attention to the letters of the alphabet.
Barney Says
• Use your child's favorite character or toy to play the game. (Instead of
Barney use the toy name)
• Play this game using directions. Point to you nose, roll the ball.
• Have child point to different things in the room. Point to bed, chair.
This gives the child more opportunities to learn new words and follow
directions.
• After you have played this game several times. Let your child give you
the directions.

2-3 YEARS

Guess the Rhyme
• You will need a book of nursery rhymes. Books with repeated phrases
or short rhyming poems.

5

(

• Read the rhymes several times before doing.
• Read the entire nursery rhyme to your child. Now reread the nursery
rhyme leaving out the last word of every other line of the rhyme. Let
your child fill in the last word that goes in the rhyme. Foe example:
Humpty Dumpty sat on the.wall.
Humpty Dumpty had a great_ _____.

Family Stories

• Tell your child stories about your parents and grandparents. You
might even put these stories in a book and add old family
photographs.

C

• Tell your stories about what happened on special days, such as
holidays, birthdays, and family vacations.
• Reminisce about when you were little. Describe things that
happened at school involving teachers and subjects you were
studying. Talk about your brother, sisters, or friends.
• Write a trip journal with your child to create a new family story.
Recording the day's special event and pasting the photograph into
The journal ties the family story to a written record.

About Books
•

Show the book to your child and talk about what a book is.

• Explain it has words and pictures in it.

6

C

• Some books have make-believe stories in them. Other books tell us
about real life.
• Show your child that books are made up of words.
• Point to the cover, say the name of the book.
• Talk about the author- the person who wrote the book.

__

• Talk about the illustrator- the person who drew the pictures.
• Show how the book is read. It has a beginning and end.

3- 4 Years
Sticker Stories

• Have the child pick out a sticker they like.

C

• Put it on a piece of paper.
• Have child think of a story for the sticker ( What's happening in the
sticker)
• Child tells adult what to write for their story.
• Adult copies word for word what the child says.

literacy Dominoes

• You need a set of 10 to 15 rectangular card having the following
features:
• Each card is divided in half by a vertical line.
• Each card is different from the others, with a different image on its
two halves.
7

,_

C

• For every image on the right half of a card there is one card with the
same image on the left half.
• Cards can have any image on them. Start playing with colors, first then
you can use - pictures, numbers, shapes, letters, syllables, words.
•

Make the cards by using index cards with pjcnues by your child.

Same Sound Game

Before children can read they need to learn the sounds letters make.
• A set of index cards or pieces of paper on which you've written a
a few capital letters of the alphabet - one letter on each card. Make
another set with the same letters. Start with about 8 to 10 letters. Add

C

more letters as your child learns.
•

Mix up the alphabet cards and place them face down on the table.

• Explain that you are trying to find two of the same sounds.
• When your child finds two of the same sound, you get to pick them
up.
• When your child turns over each card they need to say the sound it
makes.

8

4-5 Years

Memory Game

• The game needs two identical sets of cards of any number.
,

Start with cards with letters and then go to words.

--- -

• Lay the cars face down in rows.
• A player turns over any two cards to see if they match.
• A player must correctly identify or read whatever is on the cards.
•

If the player cannot do so, they tern them face down again in the same

location and the next player takes a turn.
•

C

If the two cards match and the player can name them. This player

continues playing in this way until two cards do not mach.

Stories Come to Life

• Pick a story or book that is familiar to your child.
• Explain that you will read the story out loud. When you say a word in a
loud voice.
• Have your child act out the "loud" word when he hears it. JUMPING child jumps.
• You can also choose words that show emotions (sad), or words that
are nouns (dog).

9

Alphabet Walk

C

• Tell your child that your going to take them on an alphabet walk were
they will look for things that begin with different letters.
• The first time you go out point to different things.
•

Go outside and find som~thing that stars with "a", "b", and so forth.

•

After your child has been out a few times give them a piece of paper
with a letter on each.

•

Have child draw something in nature that begins with that letter.

5 -6 YEARS

C
Literacy Bingo

•

Need a small set of cards or pieces of paper with different word
written on each.

•

Large player cards on which some of the words from the small cards
are written in small squares.

• Words should be arranged differently on each card.
•

Give each player a large player card and enough game markers to
cover the squares on the card.

(

•

Have someone take the small cards and call out, one at a time.

•

Have the players find the square that matches what the leader called
out and cover that square with a game marker

10

• Have the player call out "bingo" as soon as they have a row covered

C

Your Story Ending

• Pick a story your child does not know the ending to.
-

• Read the story to your child. When you arc elosc to the end, stop
reading.
• Have your child complete the story.
• Talk about the child's story ending and thee real story ending.

Alphabet Picture Book

• You will need magazines and paper.

C

• Have your child cut out magazines of objects with names that start
with various letters of the alphabet.
•

Glue on paper.

• Have child write letter in uppercase and lowercase.
• Child does this for each letter of the alphabet.

6- 7 YEARS

I am going on a Trip.

• Have a person start by saying that they are going on a trip to a
particular place.

11

C

• They will take with them some objects that start with the same letter.
• Have other players take turns adding to the list of objects being taken
by thinking of some thing else that starts with that letter. Ex, I am
going on a trip to Selah and I am taking Sand and Silk.
• Continue the game until someone is unable to think of a word or
makes a mistake.
• Play until only one person is left.

Letter Sound Grab Bag

• Need a set of cards, which you've written some letters of the alphabet.
A small bag, a timer with a second hand.

C

• Put a few letters having sounds your child knows into a paper bag.
• Tell your child that you want to see hoe many sounds he can name in
one minute.
• Explain when you say, "Start," they reach in the bag and pull out one
card. Say the sound and then reach in and get another one. Keep
picking until you say stop.
• At the end of the minute, count the number of sounds your child
names correctly.
• Do the game again. Encourage your child to name more sounds than
the last time you played it.
• You can use words; your child is learning.

(
12

Story Starters

•

Make up a bunch of first lines to a story.

•

Get a paper bag.

•

Have your child reach in the bag and pick one of the story starters.

•

Have your child write a story using that line as the first sentence as
their story.

•

Keep a book of all the stories your child has made up from story
starters.

13
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1

1
artin Luther

Stor9 Tirno

Rhyrne 'N Ploy

1

Help your child
ing, Jr. 's Birthday ame letters of the
lphabet in the
elebrated

1
enjamin
Franklin's Birthday

1
race your child's
hand on a piece of
paper. Ask your
hild to think of

Ubrar9 Oot;"ll

2

22

23
Ubrar9 Ootlfl\l

2
Stor9 nrne

3

America Reads Challenge, Ready*Set*Read: 1997 ...

Page I of 1

1998-99 Early Childhood Activities Calendar - January

. . • 'Celebrate!• . •

.1,.

. .0...

.

o..

·r···

·. ,;·.v·
·.,,··n:
fr... . ••
. ,_. .

o.J

"'!!

..

i..

.

.

\

.,,.

,-/

-

~

.

'

•

.
.

....
<1:

.

'

-1

.

January Tip of the Month

.

Read with your children at a regular time
each day and whenever they ask you.

.

..•

Stor~Time

Ubrar~ Ocrl1fl\l

fJ1:
Place small, safe objects
Have fun reading or
that all start with the same telling stories with you
letter ( e.g., spoon, soap,
child. Children love to
straw, sock) in a paper
hear the human voice.
bag. Let your child read
Even babies find great
into the bag. Without your comfort in listening to
child peeking, let his or
voices. What better way
her guess what it is. Talk
for them to hear you
about what letter all the
speak than through
objects start with.
reading to them! In fact,
one of the best ways to
encourage a love of

Follow the motions with Visit the local public library with your
your child.
child. If you don't already have a library
card, apply for one so that you can check

Hands on shoulders,
hand on knees,
Hands behind you, if
you please.

Touch your shoulders,
now your noise.

Now your hair, and
now your toes.

Hands up high as
reading is to have a
regular time for sharing before,
Now clap your hands,
books with your child
each day.
One-two-three-four!

15.

out books and magazines (some libraries
will even let you check out toys, videos, and
tapes). January is a great month to look at
books on weather.
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1999

16.

1~
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alk about what it
means and how it can
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1
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the different ictures.
Make Valentines and
nd them to special
friends. Either use
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Rhynie 'N Ploy
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Let your child tell

1
Help your child write
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vatching TV, read
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n empty milk carton. ith your child.
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StorgTin,e

Have fun reading or

February Tip of the Month

•
• • Create a special place for children to read
•
and write that is well lit and comfortable.

•

Rhyrae 'N Ploy

Cookie

Visit the local public
library with your child.
Find out the days and
times of special

Ingredients:
telling stories with your
• 3/4 cup shortening
child. Start by choosing
• l cup sugar
books that are written for activities or story hours • 2-1/2 cups flour
children and have brightly for children that take
• 1 teaspoon salt
colored, simple pictures.
place in February. Mark • 2 eggs
As you read, let your child the dates on your
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
point to the pictures and
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
calendar so you
talk about what is
remember to attend.
happening to the
Mix shortening, sugar, one egg, and
characters and which
vanilla. Blend flour, baking powder,
character he or she likes
and salt. Cover chill one hour. Roll
best. Be sure to read with
dough 1/8 inch thick on lightly
lots of enthusiasm so that
floured board. Using cookie cutter,
your child can tell you're
cut in desired shapes. Place on
enjoying the story as well!
ungreased cookie sheet. Mix one egg
yolk with 1/4 teaspoon water, then
divide into three containers. Add a
different drop of food coloring to

each container and mix. Using small
brushes, paint the cookies. Bake 6-8
minutes in a 400 degree oven. You
can also use ready-made cookie rolls
and frosting from the grocery store.

17.

Make up hand and body
movements to go with the
words. Let your child follow
along.
I'm a little teapot, short and

stout.
Here is my handle, here is my
spout.
When I get all steamed up,
then I shout.

Just tip me over and pour me
out
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Make up a story of
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14
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1
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1

12
Watch a children's movie
with your child. Talk
bout what is real and
vhat is pretend in the
ovie after it is over.

Rh9rne 'N Pla9

1

t. Patrick's Day

22
StorgTin>o

2

First Day ofSpring

Stor~Tin,e

23

24

Watch an

25
Play "Word Rhyme" with
our child. Take turns
inking of silly words and
ying as many words that
hyme as you can ( e.g.,
fly, by, my, pie, why, sky,
hy).

3
Play "Pat-a-Cake"
with your child.

19

o for a walk with
our child. Find a
afe spot of dirt or
nd and let your
hild draw shapes
nd letters in the
ound with a

n foods to
erve ( e.g., celery
ith cream cheese,
een beans,
lettuce, green
pples, or cabbage)
r add a drop of
een food

aim Sunday

11

With your child,

number of forks,
poons, napkins,
ups, and plates
eeded for dinner
nd let your child
et the table.

Rhyme 'N Play

21

1
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March Tip of the Month
Limit TV viewing to no more than two
hours a night. Help children make other
choices for their free time activities (e.g.,
reading, writing, playing, talking).

~
Ubrar9 OcJiiOI)

fJ

Stor!J Time

1
,

Visit the local public
Have fun reading or
library with your child.
Find a quiet corner where telling stories with you
child. Try "Story Time"
you and your child can
just before bedtime. Let
look at the books your
child chooses. March is a your child pick the
books he or she wants
great month to look at
books that help your child to read. It will help your
child settle down for
learn about colors,
sleep.
num hers, or letters.

Rhyrue 'N Play

~
Follow the motions with
Materials:
your child.
• egg carton
Open, shut them,
• bean seeds
Open, shut them,
• potting soil
Give a little clap!
Poke a small hole in the bottom of each cup
Open, shut them,
and fill cups with soil. Plant two bean seeds
Open, shut them,
in each cup. Water the soil and put the cups
Lay them on your lap.
in a sunlit place. Check every couple of
Have your child stand in days and water if the soil is dry. Every few
a safe place. Ask him or days, check to see how the seeds are
her to open and close
growing. Measure the sprouts and keep a
their eyes, then mouth, record of their size on the lid of the egg
then hands. Have your
carton.
child show you how he
or she can open and
close arms. Now repeat
the rhyme.

19.
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Read or tell a
favorite story with
our child. When
ou finish, ask your
hild to tell you
hat happens first,
econd, and last in
he sto
-

1
aster Sunday

Stor~ Time

Make your child
laugh! Tell a joke,
ead a funny story
r poem, sing a
illy song, or draw
cartoon.

Play a game by
ounting how many
quare-shaped
bjects your child
n find today.

Blackout" night.
Instead of watching
V, read aloud or
play games with
our child.

How many round

nes? Which shape

11

12
Royrne 'N Play

1

Library o"~ "'il

Royn,e 'N Play

1

1
·lelp your child
name the letters of
the alphabet in
ewspaperor
magazine
eadlines. Can your
hild find the letters
fhis or her own
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utthetopsoffof
three carrots. Have
our child place
them in a shallow

ow.

2

22

23

alk about a
favorite family
dition with your
hild. What month
is it celebrated in?

OU.

2
Help your child
ake a puzzle by
utting an old
oto, greeting
rd, or calendar
icture into large
ieces. Let him or
her put the pieces
back together on a
heet of a r.

2

2
StorgTime

20.

3
rbor Day
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April Tip of the Month

_.

Rhyme 'N Play

Storg Tinie

Ubrarg Ooiing

~
Have fun reading or telling
stories with your child.
Children who learn to love
books will be children who
grow up to be good readers.
The very best time for children
to learn to love books is while
they are young. You can help
them by making story time a
regular part of their day.

Ingredients:
• I cup boiling water
• I cup sugar
• I pencil
• I glass jar
• 3 pieces of string

Follow the motions with Visit the local public library
your child.
with your child. Take your child
to the children's section to pick
Five little monkeys
out books to take home, read,
·umping on the bed,
and return during the next visit.
One fell off and
As soon as children are able to
bumped his head.
write their name, they can apply
Combine the water and sugar Momma called the
for a library card of their own.
in a dish. Stir until the sugar is doctor and the doctor
dissolved. Cool slightly.
said,
Carefully pour the water into a "No more monkeys
jar. Tie the string to a pencil.
·umping on the bed!"
Balance the pencil across the
top of the jar with the string
Repeat using:
hanging inside. Crystals will
begin to form in a few hours. Four little monkeys
Three little monkeys
Check every few days. Ask
Two little monkeys
your child questions about
One little monkey
what is happening. Does the
candy feel hard or soft? Does jumping on the bed.
it taste sweet or sour? Which He fell off and bumped
is the shortest piece, which is his head.
longest? Is the candy growing Momma called the
fast or slowly?
doctor,
and the doctor said,
11

No more monkeys

jumping on the bed!"

~,
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(
SW/Ol\:f

MONOl\:f

T!liSOl\:f

iliE1lNES1ll\:1

HluRSOl\:J'

'f"Ri1ll\:1

SA Tli'R Oll:1

1

~

MAY

Librcrg Ooii"ll

FJ\

l999

3

2
Read the newspaper
mies with your

~ ~
Make a bouquet of
lowers out of
pened~up cupcake

hild. Let your child

hoose a favorite

Rhyrne 'NPlay

liners. Write a
message at the
enter of each
flower for someone

ne to cut out, and

have your child tell
ou what is
happening in the
icture. Your child

pecial. Glue or tape

straw or popsicle

n even make up a
tory to go with the

Help your child
make an indoor fort
using a sheet,
blanket, or towel.
"Build" it over
hairs. Let your
hild read books
vith a flashlight
inside the fort.

tick for a stem. Tie

the flowers together
ith a ribbon.

ictures!

1
Afother's Day
Blackout" night.
Instead of watching

11
Rhyrne 'II Play

, read aloud or

lay games, do a
puzzle, or sing
ngs with your
hild.

12

13

1

ut the letters in
our child's name
ut of a magazine.
Let your child glue
e letters in the

idewalk drawings.
Draw a circle on a
uare. Ask your
hild to drawn
nimals out of the
hapes.

ut pictures to
ecorate around the

1
o for a nature
valk. Take an
mpty egg carton to
ollect treasures
long the way.
Later, let your child
lue the things that
ave been collected
n paper and write
he name next to
ch item.

Rhyrne 'NFlay

23

2
~

3
emorial Day
(traditional)

Storg Time

31
emorial Day
(observed)

1
Play the color game.
Point to items
round the house or
utside and have
our child tell you
what color you are
pointing lo.

1

2

Stor9Tiroe

2
ive your child a
imple job to do,
uchascl~ningup
toys, washmg a
ink, or feeding a
pet. Have your child
look at a clock at
he beginning and
the end ofthejob.
Did the clock
hange?

21

22

Sketch an American
flag on a piece of
paper. Tear up
ieces of red, white,
nd blue
onstruction paper
nd have your child
lue the pieces onto
the picture, making,
"mosaic" flag.

2

2

Rhyrne 'N Flay
our child. Have
our child dress up
in old clothes, hats,
res, and shoes.
hen, your child
nd friends can act
ut a favorite story
r make up a new
ne!

22.

Librorg Ooii"ll
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Rhyn,e 'N Ploy

Stor!J Tir:oe

Ingredients:

• 3/4 cup shortening
• J cup sugar
• 2-112 cups flour
• 1 teaspoon salt
• popsic/e slicks
• 2 eggs
• 1 teaspoon baking power
• 1 teaspoon vanilla

Visit the local public library
with your child. Find out the
days and times of special
activities or story hours for
children that take place in
May. Mark the dates on
your calendar so you can
remember to attend!

Have fun reading or telling stories
with your child. As your child is
having fun hearing the stories, you
are helping the child learn to think,
and put ideas and words together.
Use different voices for the
characters in the book, use a puppet
or a stuffed toy to tell the story, or

let your child read the book to
11

11

you by looking at the pictures and
making up the story.

Mix shortening, sugar, one egg, and
vanilla. Blend in flour, baking
power, and salt. Cover; chill one
hour. Roll dough into a long log that
is 2-1/2 inches wide. Refrigerate one
hour. Slice in 1/4 inch circles; place
on ungreased cookie sheet. Paint
cookies by mixing one egg yolk with
1/4 teaspoon water. Divide paint

Have your child
follow along,
holding up the
number of fingers
as you say the
rhyme.

One, two,
Buckle my shoe.
Three, four,
Shut the door
Five, six,
Pick up sticks.
Seven, eight,
Lay them straight.
Nine, ten, a big
fat hen.
Now have your
child jump or hop
each time you say

into three containers; add a drop of
food coloring to each. Using small
brushes, paint the cookies. Place a
stick in the dough to create a
"lollipop." Bake 6-8 minutes in a
400 degree oven. You can also use
ready-made cookie rolls and frosting
from the grocery store.

a number.

23.
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C
12 Reasons to Read to Your Child

Reading helps a child make sense of the world she lives in.
When you hold them and give them this attention, they know you lov
them.
Reading is a vital social skill for everything from school to video
games.
Reading to them will encourage them to become readers.
Children's books today are so good that they are fun, even for adults.
Children's book illustrations often rank with the best; give them a lifelong feeling for good art.
Books are one way of passing on your moral values to them.
know how to put themselves in other's shoes.
Until they learn to read themselves, they will think you are magic.
Every teacher and librarian they ever encounter will thank you.

11. For a short space of time, they will stay clean and quiet.
12. If you do, they may then let you read in peace.

C
Barbara Bush's Family Reading Tips

Establish a routine for reading aloud.
.
Make reading together a special time.
Try these simple ways to enrich reading aloud with children:
- Move your finger under the word as you read.
- Let your child help turn pages.
-

Take turns reading words, sentences or pages.

-

Pause and ask open-ended questions such as, "How would you feel
if you were that person?" or "what do you think might happen
next?"

-

Look at the illustrations and talk about them.

-

Change your voice as you read different characters' words.

- Let your child make up voices.
- Keep stories alive by acting then out.
Ask others who take care of your children to read aloud.
Visit the library regularly.
Let your children see you reading.
Read all kinds of things together.
Fill your home with opportunities for reading.
Keep reading aloud even after your children learn to read.

(
The Benefits of Family Reading Experiences

Help children build a storehouse of information about the world
outside of family and everyday life.
Helps children develop a sense of how stories are constructed.
Provide children with the meaning of words that they not be part o
their everyday speech.
Provides children with an opportunity to hear a variety of language
patterns that are not usually a part of their everyday speech.
Engage children in language play that is centered on the sou.nds of ~-1~· •
language.
Fosters the ability to listen.
Allows children to practice oral turn-taking.
Helps children become aware of literacy conventions.
Teaches children that books are for reading, not for manipulating.
Makes children aware that in books reading the topic of
conversation is controlled by the book being read.
Teaches children that language is symbolic, that the words and
pictures in the book are not things but representations of things.
Helps children understand that book events occur outside real
time.

(
Teaches children to distinguish between personal and real
firsthand experiences and fictional representations of similar
experience in books.
Helps children become aware of the difference in the sound of the
real and personal language of oral conversations and the fictional
language written books.
Teaches the social behavior that accompanies reading in school.
Allows children to observe and practice the comprehension
strategies of expert readers.

Ideas for Stories to Share with Your Child

The day your child was born or adopted.
How their name was chosen.
Your favorite story as a child.
Tell them about the first school you attended.
You're favorite teacher.
What your favorite subject in school was.
Where you lived as a child.
The pets you had.
Your most memorable vacation.
How you met your spouse.
How holidays were celebrated in your family.
Tell your child about their grandparents.
Stories from you parents and grandparents.
Share your favorite family story.
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What Many Children Do In Language
If you have concerns about

Age

What many children do...

your child's development,
talk with a professional such

*

as a pediatrician ...

Young
babies

Newborn Babies listen and respond to your voice and other
If your 3-month-old
_sounds; they tell their feelings by cooing,
does not respond t_o your
gurgling, smiling, and crying.
voice and other sources.
3 to 8
Babies play with sounds and they babble to
* If your 8-month-old is
months themselves. They use sounds to communicate
not making several
(smiling a the sound of a happy voice, and crying sounds or does not reach
or looking unhappy on hearing an angry voice).
for and grasp objects.
Babies can play peek-a-boo. They wave arms and
kick feet to show excitement, and they enjoy
being read to.

Crawlers
and
Walkers

8 to 12
months

Toddlers

Babies understand and respond to gestures, facial
expressions, and changes in tone of voice. If
someone asks, "Where's Mommy?" babies will
look for their mother. Babies understand simple
words, such as "Da Da." Babies put books in
their mouths and tum pages in sturdy books.

*

If your baby does not
look at people who talk
to him or her. If your
baby is not pointing at or
making sounds to get
what he or she wants,
like favorite toys.

12 to 18 Babies say first words. They understand a few
months words and simple directions. They know their
own names. They will give you a toy if you ask
for it. Babies create long babbling sentences and
look at picture books with interest.

* If your 18-month-old
does not say more than a
few words clearly.

18 to 24 Toddlers put two or more words together to
months make short sentences like "want juice" or "car
go." Toddlers learn new words quickly. They can
copy adult sounds, words, and motions. Toddlers
ask and answer simple questions. They can use
crayons and markers for scribbling.

* If your 20-month-old

24 to 36 Older toddlers listen to stories being read. They
months like to play pretend games. They love asking
"why" questions. They use "no" and "not" a lot.
Toddlers enjoy looking at picture books, turning
pages, and naming objects they see. Their
scribbling is becoming more like writing.

Preschoolers 3 to 4
years

Young preschoolers make comments and
requests, and tell others what to do. They can talk
about things that happened and make up stories.
They listen attentively to stories and retell stories
themselves. They enjoy books that tell about real

29.

cannot follow simple
request, such as, "Come
to Daddy." If your
24-month-old does not
use two words together.

*If

your 2-year-old
does not ask questions or
respond to simple
questions with "yes" or

"no. 11

*If your
3-to-4-year-old does not
use language freely,
experiment with verbal
sounds, and begin to use

Department ofEducation... Early Childhood Gro ...
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things as well as make-believe. They may revert
language to so Ive
to toddler behavior when feeling upset or shy.
problems and learn
They make shapes such as circles and squares and concepts.
pretend to write the way they have seen adults
write.

*If

4 to 5
years

Preschoolers know the names and sex of family
members and other personal information. They
play with words and make up silly words and
stories. They are beginning to draw figures that
represent people, animals, and objects. They
understand that pictures, numbers, words, and
letters are symbols ofreal things and ideas. They
"write" as a way to tell stories and offer
information. They enjoy "reading" on their own.
They may recognize a few words such as their
name or words on signs.

your child is
embarrassed and
disturbed by his or
speech, or if you or your
cl1i!(l's ca,rt!g/ver have
concerns about your
child's language skills.

5 to 6
years

Children can recognize and reproduce many
shapes, letters, and numbers. They are gaining
control over writing and drawing tools. They
understand that letter written on a page represent
spoken words. They use invented spelling (tp for
top, Mry for Mary). They dictate stories for
others to write. They enjoy using computers.

Work with your child's
teacher to assess his or
her language skills
through the elementary
schoo I system.

30.

*

(
Parent/Home Report Card

= Satisfactory
Needs Improvement

What to look for:
have a time and place for reading. (quite, private, good light, etc)
I read myself to set an example.
talk about things I have read.

read aloud to my child everyday.
have books in my home for my child.
I know what my child is reading.
encourage my child to read different kinds of books.
I tell my child unknown words.
listen when my child's talks about books or reads aloud.
have plenty of writing materials at home.

have my child's eyes and ears checked once a year.
I visit with my child's teacher.
make reading important and fun!

(
I'm trying hard to learn
But what's a kid to do
When there's a NO and a GO and a
SO and a HO
And then there's a word like TO?

Reading BONE and CONE and LONE
And TONE
Can almost be kind of fun,
But I get upset when I have to believe

C

That D-0-N-E spells DONE!

It's plain to see a kid like me
Sure needs a hand
No matter how much I really try
I just don't understand.

I'm trying hard to learn to read.
Somehow that's what I'll do.
But for now if you'll just read to me
Someday I'll read to you.

(
Kinds of Books to Get
Mother Goose
Rhymes
Poetry
Wordless
Alphabet
Counting
Patterns
Predictable
Funny
Song

Places to Get Books
Library
Garage Sales
Book Stores
Schools
Friends
Family
Book Clubs
Stores
Second Hand Stores.

(
Choosing A Book for Young Children
Make sure it is interesting.
Don't worry about the level of difficulty.
The experiences in the book should connect in some way
to the child's life.
Select sturdy books that will hold up through many readings.
Choose a book that you like yourself.

Opportunities to Read to Your Child

Read aloud during mealtime.
Read aloud when your child is sick or grumpy.
Read aloud while vacationing or traveling.
Read aloud while standing in line.
Read traffic signs while in the car or on a bus.
Read the comics aloud on Sunday.
Read aloud while waiting at the Doctor's office.
Read aloud while the children are taking their baths.
Read aloud to calm your child when they are afraid.
Read aloud while waiting for meals in a restaurant.
Read aloud just for the heck of it!

C
Books to Read

Birth to Eight Months:

Big Fat Hen, by Keith Baker
Ten, Nine, Eight, By Molly Bang
Play Rhymes, by Marc Brown
Goodnight Moon, by Margaret Wise Brown
Tomie DePaola's Mother Goose, by Tomie DePaola
Rosie's Walk, Pat Hutchins
Read Aloud Rhymes for the very Young, by Jack Prelutsky
Have You Seen My Duckling? By Nancy Tafuri
My First Mother Goose, by Rosemary Wells

Eight to Eighteen Months:

Moon Bear, by Frank Asch
Will I have a friend? By Miriam Cohen
Corduroy, by Don Freeman
Where's Spot? By Eric Carle
Mama, Do You Love Me? By Barbara Joose

C
Peter's Chair, by Ezra Jack Keats
Clap Hands, by Helen Oxenbury

S.e.y.en_Blind Mice, hy F.d Young

Eighteen Months to Three Years

The Little Red Hen, by Bryon Barton
Clifford the Bid Red Dog, by Norman Bridwell
Wait Till the Moon id Full, by Margaret Wise Brown
Stellaluna, by Jannell Cannon
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle
Millions of Cats, by Wanda Gag
Chlcka Chlcka Boom Boom, by Bill Martin
Curious George, by H.A. Rey
The Cat in the hat, by Dr. Seuss
The Bunny Planet, by Rosemary Wells

Three to Five Years

Country Mouse and City Mouse, by Jan Brett

(
Hershel and the Hannukkah Goblin, by Eric Kimmel
The Story Ferdinand, by Munro Leaf
Mgke way for Ducklings, by Robert Mcclosky
Tikki, Tikki, Tembo, by Arlene Mosel
The Tale of Peter Rabbit, by Beatrix Potter
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble, by William Steig
Lyle, Lyle Crocodile, by Bernard Waber
The Rainbow Fish, by Marcus Pfister
The Berenstain Bears, by Stan & Jan Berenstain
Love You Forever, by Robert Munsch

(
CALDECOTT MEDAL WINNERES, 1980-1999
An award for the best illustrations of the year.

999: Snowflake Bently, by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
1998: Rapunzel, by Paul 0. Zelinsky
997: Golem, by David Wisniewski
1996: Officer Buckle and Gloria, by Peggy Rathmann
995: Smokey Night, by Eve Bunting
1994: Grandfather's Journey, by Allen Say
199 3: Mirette on the High Wire, by Emily Arnold
992: Tuesday, by David Wiesner
1991: Black and White, by David Macaulay
990: Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China, by Ed Young
1989: Song and Dance Man, by Karen Ackerman
1988: Owl Moon, by Jane Yolen
98 7: Hey, Al, by Arthur Yorinks
1986: The Polar Bear Express, by Chris Van Allsburg
985: Saint George and the Dragon, by Margaret Hodges
1984: The Glorious Flight: Across the Channel with Louis Bleriot, by Alice

& Martin Provensen
1983: Shadow, by Marcia Brown

(
981: Fables, by Arnold Lobel
1980: Ox-Cart man, Donald Hall

NEWBERY :MEDAL WINNERS, 1980-1999
An award for the best author of the year.

1999: Holes, by Louis Sachar
1998: Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse
1997: The View from Saturday, by E.L. Konigsburg
996: The Midwife's Apprentice, by Karen Cushman
1995: Walk Two Moons, by Sharon Creech
994: The Giver, by Lois Lowry
1993: Missing May, by Cynthia Rylant
1992: Shiloh, By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
991: Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli
1990: Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry
989: Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices, by Paul Fleischman
1988: Lincoln: A Photobiography, by Russell Freedman
198 7: The Whipping Boy, by Sid Fleischman

(

986: Sarah, Plain and Tall, by Patricia Maclachlan
1985: The Hero and the Crown, by Robin McKinley
1984: Dear Mr. Henshaw, by Beverly Cleary
1983: Dicey's Song, by Cynthia Voigt
1982: A Visit to William Black's Inn: Poems for Innocent and Experienced
ravelers, by Nancy Willard
1981: Jacob Have I Loved, by Katherine Paterson
1980: A Gathering of Days: A New England Girl's Journal, 1830-1832, by
oan W. Blos

(

Internet Sites for Parents and Children
erenstain Bears - www.berenstainbears.com
Billy Bear Playground- www.billybear4kids.com
Jan Brett - www.janbrett.com
ic Carle - www.eric-carle.com
Crayola - www.crayola.com
The Magic School Bus - http://scholastic.com/MagicSchoolBus
Dr. Seuss - www.randomhouse.com/seussville

C

innie the Pooh and Friends - www.worldkids.net/pooh
Llst of 100 Favorite Children's books .nea.org/readacross/favbooks.html
arent Soup - www.parentsoup.com
Zero to Three - www.zerotothree.org
Finger Plays and Action Verses for Children www.exnet.iastste.edu/Pages/nncc/Curriculum/fingerplay.htm
Fingerplays Plus www.exnet.iastste.edu/Pages/nncc/Literacy/fingerplus.html

(

(

hildren's Di est
ealth Institute
Mail Room Sample Copies
.0. Box 567
dianap-olis, IN 46206
Ages 10 &up
Sample copy $1. 2 5

Children's Playmate
Health Institute
Mail Room Sample Copies
P.O. Box 567
fudianapolis, IN 46206
Ages 6-8
Sample copy $1. 25

Tack and Till
Mail Room Sample Copy
.0. Box 567
dianapolis, IN 46206
Ages 7-10
ample copy $1.25

Crayon Power
P.O. Box 1006
Bloomfield, NJ 07003
Grades 3rct & up
Sample $4.95 + $1.oo S&H

Cobblestone
7 School Street
eterborough, NH 03458
f\ges 8-14
Sample copy $4. 50 + S&H

Creative Kids
P.O. Box 8813
Waco, TX 76714-8813
Ages 8-14
Sample copy : Free

rick et: The Ma azine for Children
P.O. Box 300
eru, IL 61354
ges 9 &up
Sample copy$ 4.00

Dynamath
P.O. Box 3710
Jefferson City, MO 65102
Grades 5 & 6
Sample copy: Free

aces: The Ma azine About Peo le
obblestone Publishing
7 School Street
eterborough, NH 0348
ges 8-14
Sample copy $4.50 + $1.75 S&H

Falcon Magazine
P.O. Box 1718
Helena, MT 59624
1800-582-2665 (circ. dept)
Ages 8-12
Sample copy: Free
Kid's Career Connection
726 E. Main Street
Lebanon, OH 45036
Grades 4-6
Sample copy: Free

